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STORY TAKES 
INDIE APPROACH
BY AMY HAGGAR

Richard Story has been a fi lmmaker since he picked up a 
black-and-white camera back in 1980. But when APTN put 
out a call for submissions to create a pilot for potential 
development into a series, he decided to make the leap to 
TV and created a script called The Time Traveler.

“The Time Traveler came out of an appreciation for 
all these HBO shows I’ve been watching and these 
long stories like 24,” says Story, whose previous credits 
include the feature fi lms Echo Lake and Some Letters to a 
Young Poet as well as numerous shorts.

After developing the script, he pitched it to the 
network, which gave it the green light in September 
2008. He then began casting and assembling a crew. 
The pilot was shot on the Red One camera over 20 
days in Toronto, wrapping July 10. Writer/director/DOP 
Story produces alongside Sandra Edmunds and Kent 
Sobey, with Lorne Cardinal executive producing.

The story of The Time Traveler centers on a young girl 
(Elitsa Bako) from a Utopian society in the future who 
travels back in time to 2009 in order to save the human 
race, enlisting the help of a young aboriginal man 
(Meegwun Fairbrother).

Marrying an aboriginal theme to the genre of science 
fi ction seems like an arduous task, however Story didn’t 
fi nd the union diffi cult. Creating something for APTN 

was a natural fi t for 
the fi lmmaker, who 
is of Coast Salish and 
Kanaka-Hawaiian 
decent. “Whatever I 
do it always ends up 
having an aboriginal 
theme, whether it’s 
overt or in my subtext,” 
says Story. “It’s the sort 
of thing you can’t stop.” 

As for sci-fi , the 
director has always 
been a fan. “I just fi nd 
it fascinating, the idea that you can go into these 
imagined worlds. I think it’s a liberating medium.” 

He is, however, quick to point out that the 
genre is not without its challenges. “It does have 
some constraints. We have basically set most of 
the story in Toronto 2009, partly for budgetary 
and logistical purposes.”

Story approached the fi lming of this pilot in 
the same way he approaches feature fi lms – with 
an independent mentality. “We’re making this 
a different way,” he says. “When I shoot a low-
budget feature I shoot two-and-a-half pages a day. 
If I [went] onto any TV set here in Canada and I 
said I wanted to [do that], people [wouldn’t] take 
that very seriously. But it’s a very good way [to 
shoot] for independent features, so why can’t you 
just apply that approach to television?” And that 

is exactly what he has done, allowing 20 shooting 
days for the one-hour $400,000 pilot and fi nishing 
ahead of schedule. 

Also in keeping with that independent spirit, 
Story has chosen to shoot most of the pilot on 
location, even using his own apartment in Toronto’s 
Parkdale district for many scenes. He attributes 
his ability to do so to working with a small crew, 
most of whom he hired through Craigslist.

Story includes everyone in the creative 
process, relying on his crew and producers for 
not only technical but also creative ideas. 

“That’s another aboriginal theme, the idea of 
inclusion,” says Story. “I’m the person that has the 
name on the front of it, but it’s these people, our 
little group, that has made this.”

The pilot is scheduled to air on APTN this fall. •

INSIGHT

Filmmaker Richard Story checks the shot for The Time Traveler

Want to Become a Successful Independent 
Television Content Producer?  Are you 
eager to understand and navigate the 
evolving world of Independent Production?

We can provide you with the essential knowledge required to get 
your company up and running AND competitive, in less than 2 
months.
There is NO COST to you if you qualify!!
If you have the desire to start your own Television Company;
possess a production background and have successfully fi led an
Employment Insurance claim within the last three years,
you are eligible to apply to this fully funded program. 
(Must not be currently employed full-time)
Program begins October 1, 2009. 
Successful applicants will receive eight weeks of full-time 
practical training in:
• Creating a Business Plan
• Financial Management of a Production Company
• Proposal Writing 
• Pitching Fundamentals; 
• Understanding an Industry in Flux
• Funding strategies for the current independent production   
 environment
• Cross Platform Programming essentials and much more! 
• Followed by a ten month mentoring period with the

  Industry Program Advisor.

Info Sessions: August 4, 5, 11 &12 at 10:30

Please call 416-289-5000 x7132 to register or contact the 
Program Designer at Karen@wordshopproductions.com 
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